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The representations of Friar Bartolome de las
Casas respecting the cruel treatment of the Indians,
which was causing a rapid diminution of the
populations in South America, at length aroused
the anxious attention of the Government of
Charles V. Several councillors of great weight
and experience advised caution, for many grants
had abeady been made and their revocation would
cause great discontent and probably rebellion.
But the statements of Las Casas were corroborated
by persons who returned from the Indies, on
whose truth and good faith reliance could be
placed. Many orders and decrees had been sent
out for the protection of the Indians, and had
been invariably ignored. Charles V now ordered
the New Laws to be very solemnly published and
enforced.

It was of no use. The fact was that it was too
late. The harm had been done. Grants had been
made. The beasts of prey had their teeth firmly
fixed in the flesh of their victims and could not be
beaten off. In Mexico there was a statesmanlike
Viceroy who saw this. He suspended the pro-
mulgation of the New Laws until they could be
reconsidered, and they were never enforced. In
Peru, a Viceroy was sent out to enforce the New